
tion could scarcely extend beyond six months. The
weight of the infant, a short time after its birth, fell
to 950 grammes, but under the influence of this arti¬
ficial feeding it soon mounted up to 1,015 grammes.
Twenty days after its birth the child was able to take
the breast. Its twin brother, born with a weight of
1,120 grammes—that is to say, with a superior
weight—did not survive. The second infant that
was presented was seen by M. Tarnier only three
days after its birth; its weight, which was 1,100
grammes, descended to 1,000 grammes, but under
the influence of the gavage it rose gradually, and at
the date of its presentation, it was scarcely a month
old, it weighed 1,500 grammes. This method of
feeding infants of weak constitutions whatever be
the cause, and if unable to take the breast, would, !
M. Tarnier thinks, be the means of saving many a
life, and he added in his note on the subject that the
couveuse would be an indispensable complement to
the above method in such circumstances, for he has
seen infants affected with sclerema, appearing to be
doomed to imminent death, recover in twenty-four
or thirty-six hours.
With reference to the experiments that were per¬

formed on the head of a man guillotined at Troyes,
and to those that were performed previously under
the same circumstances, M. Paul Bert made the fol-
remarks at a recent meeting of the Société de Biol¬
ogie of Paris: In a general way it appeared to him
that such experiments were of little or no value,
and those who perfoimed them exposed themselves
to a great mora! responsibility. The objects in view
in performing these experiments may be divided
into two categories—the one, to study on the de¬
capitated man the mechanism of a certain number
of phenomena of the circulation, of secretion, etc.
These results may be obtained by practising on

animals, and in ten times better conditions. In the
other groups of experiments it is proposed to deter¬
mine whether, after decapitation, intelligence per¬
sists, or whether it has disappeared, and, in the latter
case, whether it is possible to make it reappear.
It is now generally admitted that after decapitation
consciousness is abolished, and even admitting that,
by means of the artificial injection of blood, it may
appear to be re-established, which, however, is only
a hypothesis, yet M. Bert thinks one has no right to
try such an experiment, as he compares it to tor¬
ture post-mortem.
This debate was renewed at a subsequent meet¬

ing of the Academy of Sciences, in which Professor
Vulpian took part. This learned physiologist
quite agreed with M. Paul Bert, and added that to
perform such experiments was to follow a chimera,
as they never give any results worth having. Hence
it would be inexcusable in any person moved by
scientific passion to continue such practices.
At the same meeting Professor Vulpian gave an

account of some experiments he had performed to
ascertain the duration of the excitability of the
brain after death. In exposing the brain of a dog
at the moment of its death it is noticed that the
cerebral substance is still excitable during a period
varying from forty-five to sixty seconds; that is to

say that, under the influence of Faradic excitation
of one side of the brain, movements are still pro¬
duced on the opposite side which extend to the ex¬
tremities and then to the face. When this time is
passed, the Faradic excitations, even the strongest,
do not determine the least muscular quivering of the
opposite side. These experiments were performed
on an adult dog, but it is probable that the results
would be identical in other mammifers, except in
hibernating animals in a state of hibernation.
M. Milne-Edwards, the celebrated naturalist,

whose health had been declining for some time,
died on the 28th inst, in the 86th year of his age.
He took his degree of Doctor of Medicine of the
Faculty of Paris in 1823. After some years he de¬
voted himself entirely to the study of the natural
sciences. He was for many years Dean of the
Academy of Sciences, and Member of the Academy
of Medicine. He was Grand Officier of the Legion
of Honor, and member of several learned societies
in France and other countries. A. B.

LETTER FROM LONDON.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Use of Alcohol in Sickness\p=m-\Over-Pressurein
Schools\p=m-\TheCongress of Teachers of the Blind\p=m-\
Cholera Beds at St. Bartholomew's Hospital\p=m-\De-
odorization of Sewers\p=m-\Howto Bring up Babies\p=m-\The
Gordon Memorial Hospital.
At least two interesting papers were read at the

meeting of the British Medical Association at Cardiff.
Dr. Norman Kerr's subject was "Ought we to Pre-
scribe Alcohol?" and his moderate and sensible re-
marks may be recommended to the consideration of
every physician. There were medical men (said
Dr. Kerr) who seemed to order wine and spirits for
patients of both sexes, and at all ages, in every ail-
ment. There were, again, daring innovators who
denied that alcohol in any form or in any quantity
possesses useful medicinal virtues. Medical men

ought to limit their prescription of alcohol to the occa-

sion, taking care that the medicine was not continued
after the purpose for which the stimulant was given
had been gained. This pretty fairly sums up the
whole question. There is small doubt, on the one

hand, that many people, especially ladies, have been
led into habits of secret drinking by the insidious
advice of accommodating medical men, and on the
other hand, it is idle to deny that, under some cir¬
cumstances, wine and spirits are not only useful, but
necessary medicines. The difficulty is how to pre¬
scribe alcohol in moderation without encouraging its
use after the necessity has passed, and if Dr. Norman
Kerr succeeds in showing how to avoid this dilemma,
he will have deserved well.
The other paper, that of Dr. I. Martin on " Over-

Pressure in Schools," ought to prove instructive to
educational fanatics. Over-pressure, according to
Dr. Martin, injures health and produces misery, both
for parents and children. " Children had to pore over
their lessons until ten, eleven, and twelve o'clock at
night. Next morning the child could not eat its
breakfast, and then followed headaches, vomiting,
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nervous debility, brain fever, St Virus' dance, curv¬
ature of the spine, heart disease, myopia, and in
some cases convulsions and death." Dr. Martin
went on to quote the authority of Professor Pfluger
for the statement that, of 45,000 children examined
in Germany, half suffered from defective vision, and
from 30 to 40 per cent, of the girls from curvature
of the spine.
At the opening of the Congress of Teachers of

the Blind at Amsterdam, nearly 200 members from
all parts of Europe were present. The President,
Herr Meyer, from the Amsterdam Institute, an¬
nounced that the Queen of Holland had consented
to become the patron of the Congress. The Home
Minister was present at the first sitting. The leading
feature of the day was an address by Dr. Armitage,
of London, upon American institutions for the blind.
An exhibition of the works of the blind has been
opened in the University buildings.
At St. Bartholomew's Hospital, forty beds have

been kept ready for the reception of any cases of
cholera that may be brought to the doors, should that
disease unfortunately visit our shores; and an entire
wing, containing nearly two hundred beds, could at
a very short notice be prepared for the reception of
similar cases. This wing, isolated from other wings,
would be nursed by a separate staff of skilled nurses.
Dr. Norman Moore having been appointed Resident
Physician, responsible for the reception and imme¬
diate treatment of cases, has given up his summer

holiday in order that he may be continuously on duty
in the event of his services being required. At Ply¬
mouth, also, active precautions are being adopted.
An old man-of-war has been moored in the Sound,
and the local authorities are making arrangements to
transfer there immediately all suspected cases.
The Metropolitan Board of Works have this sum¬

mer taken effective measures to deodorize the out¬
falls and main sewers. They are now pouring into
the sewers of the metropolis and at the outfalls be¬
tween thirty and forty tons of manganate of soda,
and from ten to twelve tons of sulphuric acid every
day, and are spending between ^3,000 and ^4,000
a week in thus deodorizing the sewers and outfalls.
The 'result of this work has been that the condition of
the Thames might be said to be good. There are

perhaps sections of discolored water, but they are
offensive only to the eye, and not offensive to the
smell.
The town council of Exeter have just issued a cir¬

cular, which has been sent round to the women of
the city, instructing them "how to bring up babies."
The council, it appears, have been alarmed by the
large amount of infant mortality in the city. They
have therefore conferred, and the result is that they
call upon the women of Exeter to keep their babies
warm, to give them nightgowns with long sleeves, and
to wash them all over every day. Two months babies
must have milk from the breast once in two or three
hours, and a six months child five times in twenty-
four hours. The baby should be weaned when seven
months old. The bottles, it is added, should draw
easily and be kept well rinsed.
As the authorities have been unable to decide upon

a suitable site on the Suez Canal for the erection of
the proposed Memorial Hospital to the late General
Gordon, the hospital at Port Said has been materially
improved, and latrines will be erected as soon as it
is determined whether the dry earth system or the
pneumatic cart should be adopted. G. O. M.

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF THE
MEDICAL NEWS, OF PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Dear Sir:\p=m-\As a subscriber to your journal, and
as one who is wedded to the medical profession by
more than fifty years of unceasing devotion to its
high behests, I may justly claim the privilege, if not
the right, to address you, who have hitherto been
acknowledged as one of the honored exponents of
medicine, and an able defender of its unimpeachable
Code of Ethics as set forth in the Constitution and
By-Laws of the American Medical Association. And
I claim that I can with propriety address you, since
as delegate to the American Medical Association, at
its late session in New Orleans, from the Louisiana\x=req-\
State Medical Society, I did not approve in its en-

tirety the action of that body towards the Original
Committee appointed at the Washington meeting in
1884, to invite, in the name of the medical profes-
sion of the United States, the meeting of the next
International Medical Congress in this country, and
to make all suitable arrangements for its meeting, if
the invitation was accepted.
While I believe, and affirm, that the Original Com¬

mittee erred and acted unwisely, and in opposition
to the enlightened judgment of a vast majority of
the medical profession of the United States, in whose
name the invitation had been extended, and in direct
conflict with the honor and integrity and dignity of
the American Medical Association, in selecting and
appointing to posts of honor men notoriously antag¬
onizing and setting at naught the Code of Princi¬
ples and Ethics unanimously adopted, and cherished
by our best men as cardinal and sacred, binding to¬
gether all true men in the profession ; yet as the Com¬
mittee acted in good faith, and, as they believed, for
the best interests of the profession, I thought their
action ought to be courteously endorsed and supple¬
mented by a vigorous and cheerful support. But a

majority of the delegates thought differently and
deemed it best to add to the Original Committee
other members, from all the States and Territories,
to make the work more national and unsectional, and
more truly to represent the medical profession of the
United States in the International Medical Congress,
to meet in Washington City in 1887.
Words cannot express the pain and mortification

which your course, and language in the MedicalNews,
have given me in relation to this subject. Instead
of counseling harmony and mutual concessions in
the interest of peace and the preservation of the in¬
tegrity and honor of the medical profession, you
have seemed to take pleasure in magnifying the dif-
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